
 

 

 

Notre Dame’s ASCE Student Chapter is off to a very exciting 
start of the 2014-2015 school year. The club remains one of 
the most active and involved clubs at Notre Dame, with the 
help of newly declared sophomore civil engineers who have 
been increasingly involved in the club. ASCE at Notre Dame 
strives to learn about more civil engineering applications 
and build meaningful professional and personal 
relationships both in and out of the classroom. 
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Above: Students hard at work flipping burgers 
at the annual concession stand; Below: 
professional engineer Ross. J. Smith 
 

 
 

This year, the club held its annual concession stand the 
second week of the year before the Michigan game. The 
weather was excellent during the entire day leading up to 
the game at night. The 7:30pm start time of the game 
allowed for more time to sell burgers, brats, hot dogs, and 
drinks to fans. Our hard hats also proved to very popular. At 
the end of a long but rewarding day, the club had raised a 
significant amount of money for the year’s events.  

 

 

 

Concession Stand 

October General Meeting 
Ross J. Smith from the engineering firm Wiss, Janney, 
Elstner Associates, Inc. came to talk to the chapter. He talked 
about understanding employers’ perceptions and how to 
excel in the engineering world. Mr. Smith’s presentation was 
a great opportunity for ASCE to receive professional advice 
from an accomplished engineer. 
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Civil Engineering Field Day 

 

This fall, our ASCE chapter, along with Notre Dame’s civil 
engineering honors society, hosted Civil Engineering Field 
Day. Civil engineers of all four grade levels participated in 
traditional field day events such as volleyball, three-legged 
races, and egg races. The winners of each competition 
were rewarded with Notre Dame Engineering bumper 
stickers. This event as a whole was a great bonding 
experience and an opportunity to interact with professors 
and other students outside of the classroom. 
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Seismic Design Team Update 

The Seismic Design Team has submitted their 
proposal for the design of a modern skyscraper for the 
city of Boston. If the proposal is accepted into the 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute's Seismic 
Design Competition, the team will join about 30 other 
schools in creating a scaled balsa wood model of the 
tower. The team has already begun modeling the 
tower using a software application called SAP (see the 
picture of this preliminary model to the right). The 
team will travel to Boston in March where their tower 
will be tested on a shake table against scaled ground 
motions from the Loma Prieta and Northridge 
earthquakes. The tower will be judged on its cost 
effectiveness and ability to withstand these strong 
ground motions. A unique feature of this year's design 
is that it must accommodate a small historic building 
that is placed in one corner of the skyscraper's floor 
plan. The team looks forward to finishing up the 
model and getting started on the building of the 
tower. 

Shear Studs Broomball 
Several ASCE members participated in intramural 
broomball this fall and named their team “Shear Studs”. 
Broomball is a sport played in a hockey rink, and there 
are two six-player teams. The object of the game is to 
score more goals than the opponent. Goals are scored by 
hitting the ball into the opponent’s net using a broom. 
The team enjoyed playing the sport and, with several 
seniors graduating, are in need of new players next year. 

Top photo: Three-legged race at Civil 
Engineering Field Day; Middle photo: Seismic 

Design Team’s preliminary model; Bottom 
photo: Shear Studs broomball team in action  
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Notre Dame is honored to announce that we 
will be hosting the Great Lakes Conference in 
the 2014-2015 school year. Event planning is 
already underway, and the group is very 
excited to put on the best conference yet! 

We could not put on this event without your 
help! We will be hosting nearly 20 schools next 
April and our chapter will need both volunteers 
and donations. We are in particular need of 
sponsors and judges for the competitions. If 
you would like to donate to our chapter or 
volunteer to help during the event, visit our 
webpage asce.nd.edu to see how you can get 
involved. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our sponsors: Lawson-Fisher, Kuert Concrete, 
North Central ASCE Branch, and Christopher B. 
Burke Engineering. 

 

Above: The concrete canoe team carries the canoe to the 
lake to race. 
 
Photos from top to bottom: A member of the canoe team 
tries out his artistic skill while painting blocks on the 
canoe; The women’s endurance team crosses the finish 
line at the GLC 2014; Tthe steel bridge team works on the 
timed construction of the bridge at the GLC 2014. 
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Looking Ahead: 2015 Great Lakes 
Conference 

http://jporada.wix.com/ascend#!sponsors/c21g


 

 

 

 

 
Want to support ASCE by purchasing a t-shirt? We have a limited 
number of shirts with this design available. To purchase, please 
email us at asce@nd.edu. 
 

 
 
For more updates on ASCE or to donate to the club check out our 

website (asce.nd.edu), find us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/NotreDameASCE), or email us at 

asce@nd.edu! 
 

 
 

 

T-shirt Sale  
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