
 

 

 

Notre Dame’s ASCE Student Chapter has had a very busy 
2013-2014 year. The club continues to grow in membership 
and is looking forward to bringing in a very talented, newly 
declared civil engineering sophomore class in the fall. 

The club concession stand was held before the Michigan 
State game. Though there was a bit of bad weather before 
the game, the concession stand was very successful and the 
chapter raised a lot of money for the year!  

In the winter, the group organized a trip to Chicago to visit 
three different design firms. The students that participated 
in the trip had a great time experiencing future career 
options as well as having lunch at the Willis Tower! The 
chapter looks forward to organizing a trip similar to this 
next year. 

The chapter also did a few community service and outreach 
events. Students served as mentors for the Future City 
project at a local elementary school, helping students 
prepare for a national engineering competition. The group 
also participated in the yearly Science Alive event to help 
get young people interested in science and engineering. 
Another highlight of the year was the Joint ASCE meeting 
with the North Central Branch, where the students were 
able to share their projects with professional ASCE 
members. 
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Above: ASCE members enjoying the view from 
the top of the Willis tower, Below: Students 
hard at work flipping burgers at the annual 

concession stand 
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Great Lakes Conference 2014 

Top and Bottom Photos: Concrete Canoe Team, Middle: 
Steel Bridge 

This year, Notre Dame’s ASCE chapter finished in fifth 
place overall at the Great Lakes Conference hosted at the 
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign. The highlights of 
the competition included a fourth place overall finish in 
the concrete canoe competition and a second place overall 
finish in the materials competition. 

The concrete canoe, entitled “Canoe Kids on the Block,” 
was the best in recent Notre Dame canoe history. The 
fourth place overall finish was boosted by a third place 
finish in the “Final Product” category, which includes 
aesthetics and durability. The team also found success in 
the canoe races, where the women’s endurance team and 
the co-ed sprint teams both placed fourth in their 
respective races. Everyone is very excited to get an early 
start on perfecting hull and mix designs for next year. 

The steel bridge team was also happy with their progress 
from last year’s performance. The team’s raw construction 
time of 10:12 was the fastest in the competition, and their 
lightweight design of 149.5 lb was one of the lightest in the 
competition. 

The materials competition consisted of two mix designs: 
one for highest compressive strength, and one for highest 
compressive strength to weight ratio. Notre Dame’s 
lightweight mix won first place overall, and the high 
strength mix won second place. Overall, the team placed 
second. 

The environmental competition team designed an 
innovative solution to remove oil from water, placing 
eighth overall. The mystery design competition involved 
supporting a cantilever using sand and toilet paper rolls 
for reinforcement. Notre Dame was able to hold 27 cups of 
sand before failure, coming in third place. The quiz bowl 
team came in third place. Notre Dame’s sixth place finish 
in the technical paper competition required a presentation 
on the civil engineer’s responsibility in regard to natural 
disasters.  
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Looking Ahead: Great Lakes 
Conference 2015 

 
Notre Dame is honored to announce that we 
will be hosting the Great Lakes Conference in 
the 2014-2015 school year. Event planning is 
already underway, and the group is very 
excited to put on the best conference yet! 

We could not put on this event without your 
help! We will be hosting nearly 20 schools next 
April and our chapter will need both volunteers 
and donations. If you would like to donate to 
our chapter, visit our webpage asce.nd.edu. 

A special thank you to all of our sponsors from 
this year: ARCO/Murray, ALRO, AISC, Lawson-
Fisher Associates, and Kuert. We appreciate 
your support! 

 

 
Above: The concrete canoe team carries the canoe to the 
lake to race. 
 
 
Photos top to bottom: A member of the canoe team tries 
out his artistic skill while painting blocks on the canoe, 
the women’s endurance team crosses the finish line at 
the GLC 2014, the steel bridge team works on the timed 
construction of the bridge at the GLC 2014. 
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Want to support ASCE by purchasing a t-shirt? We have a limited 
number of shirts with this design available. To purchase, please e-
mail us at asce@nd.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For more information and updates on ASCE, or to donate to the 
club check out our website (asce.nd.edu), find us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/NotreDameASCE), or email us at 
asce@nd.edu! 
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